
 

INSTITUTE OF FOREIGN LANGUAGES 

INSTITUTE OF MUSIC 

JAN DŁUGOSZ UNIVERSITY OF CZĘSTOCHOWA  

POLISH HISTORICAL SOCIETY IN CZĘSTOCHOWA 

are pleased to announce a call for papers for: 

IV QUADRENNIAL INTERNATIONAL 

MAN-FAITH-CULTURE CONFERENCE 

WHOSE THEME IS: 

ON FREEDOM AND JUSTICE… 

CHRISTIAN  EUROPE BETWEEN FAITH AND REVOLUTION 

(CZĘSTOCHOWA, 18-20SEPTEMBER 2017) 

 

For the fourth time we would like to invite you to Czestochowa to take part in our 

international conference, based on the series "Man - Faith - Culture", which in 2017 bears the 

title: On freedom and justice ... Christian Europe between faith and revolution.As in 

previous years, we would like to draw on the wealth of the teachings of John Paul II and the 

historical anniversaries, which we wish to make a point of reference for our scholarly debate. 

During the homily delivered on October 1, 1995, beatifying 110 victims of the French 

Revolution, Pope John Paul II reminded the audience, "in the passion of a great coup they 

followed righteousness," "piety, faith, love, perseverance, and gentleness" (1 Tim 6:11) . 

Speaking of justice, the Pope wrote frequently about its misuse and distortion. In the 

Encyclical Dives in Misericordia, we read: 

“It is obvious, in fact, that in the name of an alleged justice (for example, historical justice 

or class justice) the neighbor is sometimes destroyed, killed, deprived of liberty or stripped of 

fundamental human rights. The experience of the past and of our own time demonstrates that 

justice alone is not enough, that it can even lead to the negation and destruction of itself, if that 

deeper power, which is love, is not allowed to shape human life in its various dimensions. It has 

been precisely historical experience that, among other things, has led to the formulation of the 

saying: summum ius, summa iniuria. This statement does not detract from the value of justice and 

does not minimize the significance of the order that is based upon it; it only indicates, under 



another aspect, the need to draw from the powers of the spirit which condition the very order of 

justice, powers which are still more profound”.  

In 2017 one hundred years have passed since the two Russian revolutions and 80 years 

since the bloodiest year of the "Great Terror" in Russia. These events reside in the memories of 

people as one of the ominous symbols of the system of mass killings organized by state 

authorities. These anniversaries prompt reflection on how the great historical reversals are 

accompanied by mass mobilization of specific groups of people, proclaiming the slogan of 

freedom, justice and the improvement of social and political realities. They project the fate and 

life choices of the individual facing new ideals and values in different European countries. 

Today's scientists talk about major revolutions, such as intellectual, political, social, 

economic, proletarian, communist, technological, cultural, philosophical, digital, bloodless, elite, 

higher education, as well as sexual, velvet or orange revolutions. The revolution has different 

faces for different people. 

In modern Europe, where liberal-atheistic cultural trends and strong Islamic influences 

are increasingly shifting Christianity to the margins, it is extremely important to reflect on the 

Christian values that have been or may be victims of revolutionary change, and of the actions that 

these values have attempted to annihilate in the name of misunderstood freedom and justice. It is 

very important to look at the views, works and attitudes of writers, artists, philosophers, and 

clergymen, whose legacy illustrates the confrontation of the Christian value system with the spirit 

of the revolution. 

We hope that, as in the previous editions of our conference, we will be able to gather for 

intellectual exchange and insightful debate representatives of various academic disciplines, 

including but not limited to: literary scholars, historians, cultural studies experts, musicologists, 

musicians, theologians, sociologists, political scientists, lawyers, art historians, artists, and all those 

who find the conference series "Man - Faith - Culture" inspiring and relevant. 

 The deadline for submitting registration forms with abstracts of the papers (half an A4 

sheet) is June 08, 2017. Registration forms should be sent via email to the conference address 

czlowiekwiarakultura@gmail.com. The conference fee is 450 PLN (approx.110 Euro) and covers 

lunches, supper/dinner, the publication of the paper in the conference monograph (if accepted 

by the reviewers), and participation in the music events accompanying the conference. 

Detailed information with current updates will be available on the conference website: 

www.czlowiekwiarakultura.wordpress.com.   

In case of any queries, please, do not hesitate to contact the Organizing Committee 

for more details. 

                                                                     On behalf of the Organizing Committee, 

Dr hab. Urszula Cierniak, prof. AJD 
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